
Ebola Situation Update – 3-10 November 
 

Regional Outbreak 

 Reported Cases: 13,241 cases of Ebola and 4,950 deaths have been reported in Guinea, 
Liberia, and Sierra Leone (Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone each reported over 3-4 November) (WHO, 

07/11/2014). 

 Lesson learned: Economic assistance is vital to support survivors of a stigmatized disease. In case of 
HIV/AIDS, financial aid was essential in helping patients and survivors get back to normal life after illness 
(international media, 04/11/2014). 

 International response: WHO elected a new director Wednesday of its Africa office: Dr. Matshidiso Moeti, 
who stepped down as deputy director for Africa in March (Associated Press, 05/11/2014). 

 Food Security: 1.7 million people are estimated to be currently food insecure in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra 
Leone, of whom 200,000 are because of Ebola (WFP, 05/11/2014). 

Guinea 

 Number of cases: As of 3 November, 1,760 Ebola cases, including 1,054 deaths, have been reported (WHO 

07/11/2014). 

 Spread of the disease: While the incidence of EVD appears to be stable at a national level, EVD 
transmission in Guinea remains intense. 93 new confirmed cases were reported between 29 October and 4 
November, and more than half of those cases were reported in Macenta. However, Gueckedou did not report 
a single confirmed case in the same week. Transmission persisted in Conakry with 12 new confirmed cases in 
the past week reported and in N’Zerekore (WHO, 05/11/2014). 

 Security tensions: On 4 November, in Dandayah, Forecariah prefecture, a team of contact tracers was 
chased away by residents under threats of death (UNMEER, 04/11/2014). In Wonkifong, Coyah prefecture, 
demonstration against the establishment of an EVD treatment centre in the locality took place. Security forces 
intervened to restore calm (UNMEER, 05/11/2014). 

 Food Security: In October, WFP distributed food assistance to 145,250 people. In November, food 
distributions will be extended to 65,000 people (WFP, 05/11/2014). 

Liberia 

 Number of cases: As of 4 November, 6,619 Ebola cases, including 2,766 deaths, have been reported (WHO 

07/11/2014). 

 Spread of the disease: There appears to be some evidence of a decline at the national level in Liberia, 
although new case numbers remain high in parts of the country. All districts in Liberia have reported at least 
one case of EVD since the start of the outbreak, with most intense transmission in Montserrado area, with 50 
probable cases reported between 29 October and 4 November. Transmission also persists in the district of 
Margibi. Lofa district has shown a gradual decline in incidence in the past six weeks, with no new reported 
case between end of October and 4 November (WHO, 05/11/2014). 

 Food Security: In October, WFP has delivered food for about 297,570 people affected by food shortages and 
quarantined (WFP, 05/11/2014). Results of the mobile Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (mVam) shows that, as 
of October 2014, all areas of Liberia are affected by food insecurity. Households in Nimba, Bong and Margibi 
counties are using severe coping strategies most frequently. The impact on employment seems to be eroding 
food purchasing power in these counties and in Lofa. Overall, more than 80% of households reported 
reducing the number of meals and reducing meal portion sizes. In Lofa, 9 out of 10 respondent households 
have are now consuming less preferred foods. In Montserrado, two thirds reported reducing their consumption 
(WFP, 11/2014).  
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Sierra Leone 

 Number of cases: As of 4 November, 4,862 Ebola cases, including 1,130 deaths, have been reported in 
Sierra Leone (WHO 07/11/2014). Reliable data collection remains a major challenge, and it is suspected that 
about 50% of cases are not being reported across the country (UNMEER, 02/11/2014). 

 Spread of the disease: EVD transmission remains very concerning in Sierra Leone, with the country 
reporting 435 confirmed cases between 29 October and 4 November, of whom 115 in Freetown. Transmission 
remains intense in the western districts of Bombali, Port Loko and the western rural area. Transmission is also 
persisting in Tonkolili and Koinadugu. However, there is evidence of a recent decline in the number of cases 
reported in Kenema and Kailahun. The districts reported 10 and 4 new confirmed cases respectively between 
end of October and 4 November (WHO, 05/11/2014). 

 Food Security: Between May and the end of October, WFP has delivered food assistance to 637,000 people. 
450,000 people are targeted monthly in November and December (WFP, 05/11/2014). 

 Health: Vaccination rates for measles dropped from 99% in January to 76% in July, since mass vaccination 
campaigns have been suspended (UNICEF, 03/11/2014). 

 Protection: On 4 November, a journalist in Freetown has been arrested, under emergency measures 
introduced to fight against the Ebola epidemic, after a guest on his radio show criticised the President’s 
handling of the Ebola outbreak (Reuters, 04/11/2014). 

 Protection: As of 2 November, at least 873 children have been orphaned due to EVD (UNMEER, 02/11/2014). 

Annex 

 Useful websites: Ebola Response Coalition ; Humanitarian response West and Central Africa ; UNMEER ; 
Ebola Communication Network ; International SOS ; Ebola digest ; Reliefweb West Africa – Ebola outbreak 
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